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REPORT FROM

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Date: CAO File No. 0150-12861-0000 
Council File No. 
Council District: ALL 

To: The Mayor 

From: Matthew W. Szabo, City Administrative Officer 

Reference: Transmittal from the Board of Public Works (BPW-2024-0617) dated November 6, 
2024; referred by Mayor for a report on November 6, 2024 

Subject: MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE  CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
AND THE MOUNTAINS RECREATION AND CONSERVATION AUTHORITY FOR 
THE CABALLERO CREEK PARK PROJECT 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Mayor authorize the Board of Public Works, on behalf of the Bureau of Sanitation, to 
execute the Memorandum of Agreement between the City and the Mountain Recreation and 
Conservation Authority for design, preparation of the plans and specifications, construction, and 
contract administration for stormwater Best Management Practices of the Caballero Creek Park 
Project at a cost not to exceed $750,000 for the City of Los Angeles, for a term starting as of the 
date of the last signature required to bind the parties through December 31, 2027. 

SUMMARY 

In accordance with Executive Directive 3 (Villaraigosa Series), the Board of Public Works, on behalf 
of the Bureau of Sanitation (Bureau), requests authority to execute a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with the Mountain Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA) for the Caballero Creek 
Park Project (Project).  

The Project helps with the Bureau’s goals of reducing urban runoff pollution, enhancing water 
resources through the collection and use of runoff for local non-portable uses, and improving the 
environment for the health of the City’s respective citizens and visitors. Through construction and 
maintenance of the project, MRCA will assist the Bureau in its efforts to improve water quality and 
to comply with the Los Angeles Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System permit by reducing pollutant loads to the Los Angeles River and 
Caballero Creek, including critical pollutants such as bacteria, heavy metals, nutrients, and other 
toxic substances.  

The City and MRCA, a governmental agency, have jointly developed this Project, and the parties 
now wish to enter into this Agreement to memorialize the cooperative arrangement between the 
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City and MRCA for the use of MRCA’s professional, scientific, expert, and technical services, 
including expertise implementing other multi-million-dollar park projects with benefits similar to this 
Project. The term of the MOA shall commence as of the date of the last signature required to bind 
the parties and shall continue through the earlier of either the completion of the Project or December 
31, 2027, unless terminated earlier by either party, or as amended by mutual consent.  
 
The total cost to the City is not to exceed $750,000. In FY 2016-2017, a total of $750,000 in MICLA 
funding was allocated to the Project through the City’s approved budget. On June 19, 2018, Council 
File 18-0547 was adopted authorizing the transfer of the funding from MICLA Fund Entitled 
“Caballero Creek Park” to a new account established within the Stormwater Pollution Abatement 
Fund entitled Caballero Creek Park Stormwater Best Management Practices. This funding will be 
used for completion and maintenance of the Project. 
 
The purpose of this MOA is to authorize MRCA to perform all activities related to the design, 
permitting, and construction of the Project, and allow Bureau to receive and distribute allocated 
Municipal Improvement Corporation of Los Angeles (MICLA) funding to MRCA through invoice 
review and approval. As such, the City Charter Section 1022 and the usual City Ordinances 
required in the contracting process do not apply. The document contains indemnity provisions to 
safeguard the individual agencies from incurring debt from the other public agencies. In accordance 
with the Los Angeles Administrative Code 10.5(a), the MOA is an intergovernmental agreement for 
a joint project for less than three years, therefore does not require council approval. The MOA has 
been approved by the City Attorney as to form. Our Office recommends approval. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Bureau is responsible for collecting, cleaning, and recycling solid and liquid waste, including 
stormwater and dry weather urban runoff and flood management. Further, the Bureau oversees 
the City’s compliance with the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit that regulates municipal discharges of stormwater 
and urban dry weather runoff, including but not limited to watershed management. The City’s 
watershed management responsibilities include, but are not limited to, efforts to capture and treat 
stormwater and urban runoff, and there is an opportunity for the City to utilize recycled water 
produced by the Bureau for beneficial reuse. Additionally, the Bureau recognizes the need to 
improve water quality in the Los Angeles region, provide resilient clean water and resultant supplies 
for recharging aquifers, reduce flooding impacts, protect compatible beneficial uses, and improve 
neighborhood quality of life. The proposed Caballero Creek Park Project that is already underway 
and meets multiple objectives.   
 
The Project - The Caballero Creek Park is located at the confluence of the Los Angeles River (LAR) 
and Caballero Creek, at 6353 Lindley Ave, Los Angeles, CA 91355, the only tributary stemming 
from the ecologically-rich Santa Monica Mountains. The City of Los Angeles Department of 
Recreation and Parks (RAP) owns the parcel that is identified for the Project, and the Project is 
listed by RAP as one of the projects in the City of Los Angeles’ 50 Parks Initiative.  
 
The Project will convert 1.6 acre of asphalt paved underutilized site into a multiple-benefit park that 
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will operate with a net-zero use of potable water and energy consumption. Through water capture 
and treatment, the site has the potential to connect the public to California’s diminishing riverine 
ecosystem and to clean and protect the local water quality along with its aquatic inhabitants, and 
will not only create a native habitat for local wildlife and help to improve water quality within LAR, it 
will also provide a new publicly accessible parkland for a park-poor community. The Project will be 
a demonstration for future projects in the watershed and a learning tool for three schools within 
walking distance. Once constructed, nearby Reseda High School is expected to use the park for 
hands-on learning and community service opportunities. See Picture 1 below for location and 
Attachment 2 for illustrations on the Project, its scope and various project components. 
 

Picture 1 – Caballero Park Project Location 
 

 
 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) and MS4 Compliance - The Project will assist the City in its 
efforts to improve water quality and comply with the City’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements by reducing 
the pollutant loads to Caballero Creek and LAR, including critical pollutants such as bacteria, heavy 
metals, nutrients, and other toxic substances. The project is consistent with the Bureau’s goals of 
reducing urban runoff pollution, enhancing water resources through the collection and use of runoff 
for local non-potable uses, and improving environment for the health of the City’s respective citizen 
and visitors. The design of the Project utilizes an innovative mix of low-tech mechanical and 
biological methods, including a bioswale and a wetland component for stormwater treatment that 
will lead to watershed protections. The bioswale will serve as an educational tool that recreates a 
riparian habitat on site, which will infiltrate and naturally filter 11 acres of street stormwater runoff. 
The Wetland will pump water via solar power from Caballero Creek and divert it on site to create 
riparian habitat, as well as clean the water and store it on site for consistent irrigation water supply.  
 
Project Components – Project consists of constructing several BMP facilities and implementing 
BMPs aimed at treating stormwater runoff in Caballero Creek, and the Los Angeles River. Proposed 
BMPs include a stormwater trash separator unit, a stormwater pump system, a media pound filter, 
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ultra violet disinfection, a mixing tank, a bioswale, and wetland. The Project will not only create 
native habitat for local wildlife and help to improve water quality within the LA River, but will also 
provide a new publicly accessible multiple-benefit park located in a disadvantaged community. 
 
Project Funding - The City, including the Bureau and the Department of Recreation and Parks, and 
MRCA, a governmental agency, have jointly developed this project. MRCA was selected for the 
Project due to its unique expertise and resources in designing and implementing projects for the 
long-term stewardship of public parks. It would not be reasonably practicable or in the City’s 
interests to seek competitive proposals for the completion of this Project. MRCA has been awarded 
additional funding for the Project from other funding sources, including $2,000,000 of Proposition 
1 funding from the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, $500,000 from Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy, $1,146,500 from California Department of Natural Resources, $300,000 of Prop A, 
$250,000 of Prop 84, and $500,000 from the Coastal Conservancy, among other sources. The City 
allocated Municipal Improvement Corporation of Los Angeles (MICLA) funding for the Project in 
Fiscal Year 2016-2017, not to exceed $750,000, to cover the costs related to the Project’s design, 
preparation of the plans and specifications, construction, and contract administration for stormwater 
Best Management Practices. On June 19, 2018, the City authorized, Council File 18-0547, the 
transfer of funds from MICLA Fund entitled Caballero Creek Park to a new account established 
with the Stormwater Pollution Abatement Fund entitled Caballero Creek Park Stormwater Best 
Management Practices.  
 
City Scope of Work and Invoicing- Under the proposed MOA, the City agrees to conduct the 
operation and maintenance of the water quality improvements for the Project upon completion. The 
Bureau will facilitate the necessary actions required to pay MICLA Funds to MRCA upon receiving 
MRCA invoices in an amount not to exceed $750,000. The Bureau will also support public outreach 
efforts for this Project, review and process all invoices from MRCA pursuant to Section 12 of the 
agreement, which states the City shall compensate MRCA on a “deliverables basis”, at the sole 
discretion of the City; if the City specifies the compensation as being on deliverables basis, payment 
shall be initiated upon satisfactory completion of the tasks. 
 
CITY COMPLIANCE  
 
The MOA is for jointly developed Project by the City and MRCA, and the use of MRCA’s 
professional, scientific, expert and technical services. Therefore, Charter Section 1022 and the 
usual City Ordinances required in the contracting process do not apply. The document contains 
indemnity provisions to safeguard the individual agencies from incurring debt from the other public 
agencies. 
 
In accordance with the Los Angeles Administrative Code 10.5(a), the MOA is an intergovernmental 
agreement for a joint project for less than three years and therefore does not need Council approval. 
The MOA has been approved by the City Attorney as to form. Our Office recommends approval.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
The execution of the proposed MOA will not have any further impact on the General Fund. The FY 
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2016-2017 Adopted Budget included a total of $750,000 in MICLA funding for the Agreement. On 
June 19, 2018, Council File 18-0547 was adopted authorizing the transfer of the funding from 
MICLA Fund Entitled “Caballero Creek Park” to a new account established within the Stormwater 
Pollution Abatement Fund entitled Caballero Creek Park Stormwater Best Management Practices. 
 
FINANCIAL POLICIES STATEMENT  
The recommendation in this report complies with the City’s Financial Policies in that special funds 
are used to fund applicable expenditures, financial obligations are limited to appropriated and 
available funds, and that expenditures of specials funds are limited to the mandates of the funding 
source. 
 
 
Attachment 1 – Transmittal from the Board of Public Works dated November 6, 2024 
Attachment 2 – Caballero Creek Park Project Flyer 
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AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER Recyclable and made from recycled waste. 

 

November 6, 2024                           
                                                    BPW-2024-0617 

       
The Honorable Mayor Bass 
City Hall – Room 320 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
  
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) – CABALLERO CREEK PARK PROJECT 
 
As recommended in the accompanying report from the Director of the Bureau of 
Sanitation, which this Board has adopted, the Board of Public Works (Board) recommends 
that the Mayor and City Council:  
 

1. AUTHORIZE the President or two members of the Board of Public Works and the 
Director of the Bureau of Sanitation (BOS) to execute the proposed MOA with the 
Mountain Recreation and Conservation Authority regarding the Caballero Creek 
Park Project; and 

 
2. AUTHORIZE the President or two Commissioners of the Board and the Director of 

BOS will execute the MOA. 

 

Fiscal Impact: There is no impact to the General Fund. 

 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      TJ KNIGHT,  
      Acting Executive Officer, Board of Public Works 
TK:lc 
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Caballero Creek Park will be located at the con�uence 
of the Los Angeles River and Caballero Creek, the 
River’s only tributary stemming from the 
ecologically-rich Santa Monica Mountains. The project, 
which is a partnership between MRCA and the City of 
Los Angeles, will restore 1.5 acres of an asphalt lot into 
a multi-bene�t natural park. The design utilizes an 
innovative mix of low-tech mechanical and biological 
methods for watershed protection, including a 
bioswale and a small water treatment wetland. The 
park will connect to the future L.A. River Bike Path 
which will create connectivity to other parks and open 
spaces including Reseda Park, Sepulveda Basin 
Recreation Area, and other green spaces along the 
Los Angeles River.

Caballero Creek Park’s water management technology 
will serve as educational tools that also recreate 
riparian habitat to in�ltrate and naturally �lter runo� 
from eleven acres of the surrounding streets. The 
wetland will create habitat, clean the water and store it 
on-site for consistent irrigation water supply powered 
by on-site solar panels. These demonstrations of water 
capture and treatment will connect the public to 
California’s diminishing riverine ecology, in addition to 
cleaning and protecting local water quality along with 
its aquatic inhabitants.
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Confluence Project

Contact Us!

Partnerships

For further information please contact:

Project Manager, Sarah Kevorkian
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100 Los Angeles, CA 90065
sarah.kevorkian@mrca.ca.gov 323.221.9944 ext. 119
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3,350,000 GALLONS OF CAPTURED AND RECYCLED 
STORMWATER WILL BE USED ON-SITE FOR PARK IRRIGATION 
EVERY YEAR.
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